Several species that were recently common
have experienced population declines
or may be currently in decline.

To submit your observations to the
Michigan Herp Atlas and learn more
about the mobile app, please visit:
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www.MIHerpAtlas.org

The Michigan Herp Atlas has become a valuable
tool in monitoring these declining groups.

TIPS FOR FINDING HERPS
• Reptiles are most active on warm days.
• Amphibians are most active during rain.
• Turtles bask on logs and rocks on sunny days.
• Several salamander and snake species take cover
under debris — logs, fallen leaves, rocks, scrap metal.
• Salamanders can be detected during the breeding
season along the edges of vernal pools and other
fishless wetlands.
• Salamanders are active primarily at night.
• Listen for choruses of frogs at night, especially on
warm, damp evenings in spring and summer.
• The edges of streams and wetlands are great places to
find water snakes, turtles, and frogs.
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• Respect the environment and
wildlife. Avoid disturbing or destroying habitat.

SUPPORT FOR THIS BROCHURE WAS
PROVIDED BY THE FOLLOWING GROUPS:

• Avoid handling animals unless necessary. Handling
stresses animals and exposes people to risk of bites
— even a small turtle can bite if it feels threatened!
• Always leave cover objects how you found them. If a
herp was found under an object, the animal should
be moved next to it, rather than directly under the
object, to avoid accidentally crushing the animal
when the cover object is replaced.
• Taking any herp without proper authorization is
poaching and is illegal, as is possession of any part
of any living or dead Threatened or Endangered
animal. Habitat degradation and illegal collection
have both significantly contributed to the decline of
many herp species.
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Data on herps throughout Michigan is severely
deficient, but vital to the conservation
of these species.
We can only protect the populations we know
about! New populations of these often cryptic and
sensitive animals are discovered every year.
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– Conservation Resource and Alliance
– Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy
– Pierce Cedar Creek Institute
– SmithGroup
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• For safety, never survey alone and do not visit
unfamiliar sites at night.
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• Ask permission before entering private property.

• Clean all gear and equipment with a 10% bleach
solution between sites to prevent spread of disease.
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Herpetological Resource and Management
1101 South Main Street, #110
Chelsea, MI 48118
staff@herprman.com
www.herprman.com
Thank you to the following people who have contributed photographs for use in
this brochure: James Harding, David A. Mifsud, Nick Scobel, and Sean Zera.

Please pass on to a friend or recycle this brochure.

SUBMIT YOUR OBSERVATIONS OF REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS TO:

www.MIHerpAtlas.org

3/15/19 11:44 AM

Twenty-eight amphibians call Michigan home.
With 14 frogs and toads and 13 salamanders,
you are sure to find some of these
sensitive-skinned herps.
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WHAT IS THE
MICHIGAN HERP ATLAS
PROJECT?
• The Michigan Herp Atlas Project is a citizen science
program created to document Michigan’s amphibians
and reptiles and help measure changes or trends in
their populations. Data is collected by scientists, land
managers, families, and concerned citizens to help
achieve these goals.
• The Herp Atlas was started by the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources in 2004 and has
been administered by Herpetological Resource and
Management since 2010. This public-private initiative
has become an important conservation tool over
the past 15 years helping to document and protect
Michigan herpetofauna.

WHAT TO DOCUMENT?
• All herps, not just rare species.
• Current and past observations (any year).
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WE NEED YOUR OBSERVATIONS!
• Please submit your observations and accompanying
photos of all herps online at www.miherpatlas.org
• Real time observations can be collected and later
submitted through the mobile app. Instructions
for downloading and using the app can be found at
www.miherpatlas.org/app.php
• Observations and photos can also be submitted to
David Mifsud, at dmifsud@herprman.com
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• If you have an exceptionally large number of
observations or need any help with submitting data,
please contact the Herp Atlas administrator.

• Anything that allows you to identify a species,
including roadkill, turtle shells, snake skin sheds,
frog calls, and visual observations of a species
during any part of its life cycle.

FOR EACH OBSERVATION
COLLECT:
• Species name.
• A photo (when possible) or a description of
characteristics used to identify the species.
• Precise location. The online entry system allows you
to use a Google Maps interface to pinpoint your
location. If using another method of documentation,
geographic coordinates are preferred, but as much
detail as you can provide will allow us to map your
observation.
• Date of the observation (day, month, year).

MICHIGAN’S AMPHIBIANS
AND REPTILES
• The amphibians and reptiles of Michigan,
known collectively as herpetofauna, or
simply “herps,” are a unique and diverse
group of wildlife.
• Michigan has at least 60 herp species, and
over 60% are listed as Species of Greatest
Conservation Need by the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources Wildlife
Action Plan. More information on each of
the Michigan species can be found at
www.herprman.com/species
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Michigan is home to at least 30 species of reptiles:
18 snakes, 10 turtles, and two lizards.
Reptiles have scales or scutes and dry skin.

SUBMIT YOUR OBSERVATIONS:
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